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FULL
LESSON

INTRODUCTORY LESSON
How Does Government Affect Me? (1-2 Days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Government

Core Activity

A. Identify the responsibilities of the
branches of the United States government
and explain why they are necessary.

What is Government and What Role Does
It Play in Our Lives? Why Do We Need
Government? In its simplest form, a
government determines the way in which
a country, state, county, townShip, city, or
village is run . At every level , government
makes laws that citizens must obey and
creates policies about everything
connected with the daily life of a
community-whether that community is a
nation, a state or the town where you live.

2. Explain the essential characteristics of
American democracy including:
c. the government is run directly by the
people or through elected
representatives

!l:iJ:,

COMPUTER
NEEDED ~
"'V

Vocabulary
county,
determine,
township,
three
branches of
government,
Executive
Legislative
Judiucial

At this Web site, click around the town to
learn how the government affects your life
every day:

LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Reading Process:
A:1

Find the entire lesson on the Web site :
http://www.pbs.org/d emocra cy/kids/mygo
vt/index.html

Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

Role play: organize students into three groups . Assign each group the role of one of the three branches .
Have each group decide which role each member will play in its branch . Ask each group to take turns
appearing before the class and demonstrating the role its branch plays in the governing structure .

Additional Instruction:
•

Create a flow chart to show the jobs in each of the three branches of government. The first row should be
the branches . "Flow" down to the second row and who the main person in charge of the branch . The third
row should be what tasks are completed in the branch . Then have the students write a few sentences
explaining how they keep each other in "check."

Informal Assessment
Teachers can create their own assessments based on the lesson content.
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INTRODUCTORY LESSON
American Cultural History:
The 20th Century (Flexible)
Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator
History:

Core Activity

C. Explain how new developments led to
the growth of the United States:

This site displays a series of Web guides
on the decades of the twentieth century
focusing on all aspects of American life.

6. Explain the impact of settlement,
industrialization and transportation on
the expansion of the United States.

Vocabulary
cultural

Find the resource on the Web site:
http://kclibrarv.nhmccd .edu/decades.html

People in Societies
A. Compare practices and products of
North American cultural groups:
1. Compare the cultural practices and
products of diverse groups in North
American including:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Artistic expressions;
Religion;
Language;
Food;
Clothing;
Shelter.

Social Studies Skills & Methods:
A. Obtain information from a variety of
primary and secondary sources using the
component parts of the source:
3. Differentiate between primary and
secondary sources.
LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Reading Process:
A: 1
Informational, Technical, and Persuasive
Text:
A: 1,5

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

Students will create a "Back to the Future" travel guide . Students (individual or in groups or pairs) will
chose a decade and create a travel guide brochure for going back in time . Students will present these to
the class .

DPS SS Grade 5
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Additional Instruction:

Have students create a compare and contrast chart in which the students will pick two of the decades at
least thirty years apart and compare and contrast life in America concerning religion, language, food,
shelter, clothing, artistic expressions.
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ACTIVITY

Howa Bill Becomes A Law (Flexible)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Government:

Core Activity

A. Identify the responsibilities of the
branches of the United States government
and explain why they are necessary.

Ask "What is a Law?" After various
answers, define the word for students.
Ask students to give examples of some
current laws. Then ask students to
respond to the following questions on
paper, written on the board prior to class:
"What law would you like to see enacted?
Could you be arrested if you violated this
law? Could you go to jail if you violated
this law? Why do you think that law is
needed?" Share with the class .

1. Explain the responsibilities of each of
the three branches of the United States
government.
a. the legislative branch, headed by
Congress, passes the laws

Vocabulary
Enacted,
violated

1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 Note: There is not a Web site for this
Activity.
LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Interdisciplinary Connections
Reading Process :

C:7

Language Arts
Music

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

Remind students that every state has its own legislature. Have students research the structure of their
own state legislature and instruct them to write a report that includes details such as the number of
districts as well as the location of each district.

•

Have students identify who their state representatives are and how long they have been in office .

Additional Instruction:
•

Organize the class into small groups . Have each group write a song summarizing the main functions of
the legislative Branch . Allow groups to sing in class for everyone.

Video :
•

Show "I'm Just a Bill, " Schoolhouse Rock!, America Rock (Kid Rhino , 1997).
(Available from DPS Media Services)
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FULL
LESSO

The Perfect President (4-6 Days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

COMPUTER
NEEDED

Suggested Activity/Lesson

Government:

Core Activity

A. Identify the responsibilities of the
branches of the United States government
and explain why they are necessary.

After researching about the U.S.
president's duties, students will
brainstorm criteria for the "perfect
president." The information will then be
used to create a job description and
newspaper article to advertise the
presidency.

1. Explain the responsibilities of each of
the three branches of the United States
government.
b. the executive branch, headed by the
president, carries out and enforces
the laws made by congress.

-

Vocabulary
criteria

Find the entire lesson on the Web site :
http://www.pbs .orq/democracy/kids/educa
tors/perfectpresident.html

Social Studies Skills and Methods:
Interdisciplinary Connections
A. Obtain information from a variety of
primary and secondary sources using the
component parts of the source :

Language Arts

1. Obtain information from a variety of print
and electronic sources and analyze its
reliability including:
a. Accuracy of facts;
b. Credentials of the source.

LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Reading Process:
A:1
Informational, Technical , and Persuasive
Text:
C:3
Writing Applications:

B:5
Research:
B:2

C:4

E:6
Communication :
A:1
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Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

Once someone decides they want to be president, how does he or she get there? It's not as simple as
interviewing for another job. Visit the following Web site and discuss the steps of a presidential
election with students. Students will then briefly outline, or number the steps in sequence of how the
president is elected: "How A President Gets Elected" at http://www .infoplease.com/spot/election1.html.

•

Have students think about the president's job in 100 years and determine if and how the job
description will change.

•

Older students could work in groups as small newspaper teams. The entire newspaper could be about
the "perfect president." One member could be the Editor in Chief, another a proofreader, one member
could be an illustrator, and still another could be the political humorist. Students could publish a
newspaper dedicated to providing information about the president's job, lifestyle , personality traits,
legal requirements , etc. Political cartoons and lifestyle could be sections of the newspaper. Each
member of the team would have responsibilities . Working together they would complete and share this
newspaper of presidential facts and opinions with the other students .

Additional Instruction:
•

Make sure students understand the process of the Electoral College .

•

Ask students what the Electoral College is (most probably they think it is a place where people take
classes)

•

Explain that in the 2000 Presidential Election , George Bush Jr. won by electoral votes , but lost to AI
Gore by about 500 ,000 popular votes . The most popular president isn 't always who is elected .

•

Inform students that the states electoral votes are determined by adding the total of its senators and
representatives together. Have the class determine the number of electoral votes Ohio has .

•

Review the process for selecting the President. Then have students make a flow chart illustrating this
process .

Additional Resources
Web Sites :
•

White House History - http://www.wh itehouseh istorv.orq

•

The American President - http://www.americanpresident.orq

•

The White House - http://www.whitehouse .qov

Community Connections
•

Students could possibly visit and read their writing aloud at a local civic organization meeting .

Informal Assessment
Clearly marked assessment in the lesson .
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ACTI VITY

Here Comes the Judge! (1-4 Days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Government:

Core Activity

A. Identify the responsibilities if the
branches of the United States government
and explain why they are necessary.

Looking at primary source documents,
explain what is meant by judicial review
and discuss why Marbury vs. Madison is
considered such an important Supreme
Court case.

1. Explain the responsibilities of each of
the three branches of the United States
government.
c. the judicial branch, headed by the
Supreme Court, interprets and applies
the law.
t----------------------i

LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT

Vocabulary
primary source,
judicial review

Find the entire activity on the Web site :
http://www.landmarkcases.org/marbury/o
utcome.html

Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts

Reading Process:
A:1

C:7

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

The Supreme Court as described in Article 3 of the Constitution was not very well defined and therefore, it
was the weakest of the government branches during the first few years . However, this all changed in the
early 1800s. Under Chief Justice John Marshall, the Supreme Court established its power to interpret the
Constitution . This has proved to be one of the Supreme Court's most important roles over the years .
Have student research current events in which the Supreme Court has had to determine the
constitutionality of a law or action . Students may write a short report on the case they choose and present
it to the class (students may do this in groups)

Additional Instruction:

•

Explain that the Supreme Court is composed of nine justices who are appointed by the President to
lifetime terms and confirmed by the Senate . Ask the students why the Supreme Court justices are
appointed to lifetime terms : (Lifetime terms enable the justices to concentrate on hearing and deciding
cases without worrying about political pressures .)

•

Discuss with students the roles of the Supreme Court and how it can keep the other branches in check.

Additional Resources
Web Site:

• Marbry vs. Madison - http://www.uen .org/core/socia lstudies/html/marburyl?categor id=3&article id=619
• The Lewis and Clark Journey of Discovery:
http://www.nps .gov/jeff/LewisClark2/circa1804/head linersupremecourt.htm
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Community Connections
Students could visit the courthouse in Dayton and could also invite a judge or lawyer into the classroom to
speak about the subject matter.
This lesson would be a good opportunity for students to watch the local and national news and report
about the court reports that they see.
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RESOURCE

~

Power to the People (1 Day)

-~
v

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Government:

Core Activity

A. Identify the responsibilities of the
branches of the United States government
and explain why they are necessary.

Play the song, Power to the People by
Public Enemy.

2. Explain the essential characteristics of
American democracy including:
a. The people are the source of the
government's authority.
Social Studies Skills and Methods:
B. Use a variety of sources to organize
information and draw inferences:

Play the song, Power to the People by
John Lennon .
Lyrics at this Web site :
http://www.song lyrics4u .com/johnlennon/power-to-the-people.html

a. The author;
b. The author's perspective

Interdisciplinary Connections

c. The purpose.

authority,
democracy

Lyrics at this Web site:
http://www.lyricsdepot.com/pu blicenemy/power-to-the-people.html

Examine the words to the song and
brainstorm why people should be the
authority in our country. What powers do
people have? What's the alternative?
Which system is better? Why?

4. Read information critically in order to
identify:

Vocabulary

Music

6. Draw inferences from relevant
information.

Language Arts

LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Reading Process:
A:1

C:7

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

Students can write lyrics and poems of their own on the same concepts of power and freedom .

•

This would be a good time to emphasize the impact that music and rhythm have on poetry and lyrics . The
lyrics themselves don't have much meaning without the artists' music and rhythms .
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Additional Instruction:
Have students define and name examples of what they think would be unconstitutional actions. (Examples
include denying someone the right to vote or the right to a fair trial)
Write US CONSTITUTION at the center of a work web. Draw lines to six smaller circles; at each, call on
volunteers to write one of the Constitution's goals.
Discuss with the students how the people keep all the branches in check.

Community Connections
The concept of power and freedom ties in with the 5th grade curriculum taught by Daybreak. Daybreak
youth center has a program that is taught in some of the Dayton Public Schools.
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FULL
LESSON

Character and Citizenship Education:
A Class Citizenship Tree (9 Weeks)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities:

Core Activity

A. Explain how the citizen takes part in civic
life in order to promote the common good.

The purpose of this lesson plan is to
present to elementary students the
characteristics that define a socially
healthy citizen. There are two objectives
for learners: Each student will identify two
or three specific actions he or she can
accomplish to practice citizenship.
Each student will verbally contract to
accomplish one social health action
before the end of the 9-week period .

B. Identify rights and responsibilities of
citizenship in the United States that are
important for preserving democratic
government:
2. Explain the obligations of upholding the
U.S. Constitution including:

Vocabulary
social health,
civic, "service
to others"

Find the entire lesson on the Web site:
a. Obeying laws.
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 http://www.eduref.org/cgibin/printlessons .cgilVirtua l/Lessons/Socia l
Studies/Civics/C IV0014 .html
LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT

Writing Applications :

B:5

Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

With a partner, prepare a questionnaire titled "Are you a Responsible Citizen?" Questions may cover
responsibility to oneself, to one 's family , to one 's community and to the nation . Include seven to ten
questions .

Additiona//nstruction:
•

List two responsibilities of citizenship.

•

Review with students the main idea of citizenship and responsibility . Instruct students to write a paragraph
on how rights and responsibilities help define our identity as Americans .

Informal Assessment
Clearly marked assessment in the lesson .
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u.s. Citizenship (Flexible)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities:

Core Activity

A. Explain how the citizen takes part in civic
life in order to promote the common good.

a. Birth;

Read and explain to students the
information on the two sites listed below
which describe U.S. citizenship by birth in
the United States and naturalization of a
U.S. citizen. Have students compare and
contrast the two ways to acquire U.S.
citizenship

b. Naturalization.

Find the information on the Web site :

1. Explain how an individual acquires
United States citizenship

Social Studies Skills and Methods:
B. Use a variety of sources to organize
information and draw inferences:

6. Draw inferences from relevant

Vocabulary
citizenship,
civic,
naturalization,
patriotic

Citizenship by Birth
http://www.american law.com/citborn .html
Naturalization
http://www.archives .gov/research room/g
enealogy/research topics/naturalization r
ecords .html

information.

7. Organize key ideas by taking notes that

Interdisciplinary Connections

paraphrase or summarize.
~--------------------------------~

Language Arts

LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Reading Process:
A:1
B:3

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

Give students a citizenship test. See if students can pass it. The citizenship test includes about a dozen
questions selected from a master list of one hundred . What questions, aside from those you were asked,
do you think would be important to ask a future citizen? Make a list at least of five questions, and provide
the answers . (http://www.ra llye-pointe .com/Opinion/citizenship.htm questions for test)

Additional Instruction:

•

Write the word "patriotic" on the board . Have the class create a work web that records words and images
that they associate with being patriotic in today's society.

•

Remind students that some Americans consider citizenship responsibilities a nuisance (voting , staying
informed , serving on a jury) . Discuss with students the problems of this . Bring in the definition of citizen
and naturalization . Why do so many immigrants want to come here?

•

http://bensguide .gpo.gov/3-5/citizenship/ Ben's Guide to Citizenship. Students should take a look at this
site for more help on becoming a citizen .
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u.s. Citizenship Test (1

ACTIVITY

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Day)

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities:

Core Activity

A. Explain how the citizen takes part in civic
life in order to promote the common good.

INS examiners select questions from the
list of 100 when they interview aspiring
citizens on America's history and
government. Applicants typically will be
asked about a dozen questions. The
interviewee can make a couple of
mistakes . The whole process takes about
ten minutes . Select some questions for
your students to answer.

1. Explain how an individual acquires
United States citizenship
a. Birth;
b. Naturalization.

f---------------------1

LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Communication:
A:1

Vocabulary
aspiring, INS,
interviewee,
alien

Find the test questions on the Web site :
http://west.sa lkeiz.k12 .or.us/contractlwhip
ple/American%20Citizensh ip.htm

Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

You are a resident alien who has decided to apply for citizenship. Write a letter to a family member in your
native country explaining why you reached that decision .

Additional Instruction:
•

Have students summarize the steps of the naturalization process . Compare and contrast the two ways of
being citizens in the US.

Additional Resources
Web Sites:
•

Citizenship Eligibility and Testing - http://www.immigration .gov/graphics/services/natz/reguire.htm
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FULL
LESSON

How to Become an American (4 Days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities:

Core Activity

A. Explain how citizens take part in civic life
in order to promote the common good:

In this lesson students learn about the
acquisition of U.S. citizenship, both by
birth and by naturalization. Students
examine the U.S. Government document
"A Guide to Naturalization" and analyze
scenarios concerning fictional prospective
citizens.

1. Explain how an individual acquires U.S.
citizenship:
a. Birth;
b. Naturalization.

Vocabulary
oath,
allegiance,
alien, national,
naturalization,
green card,
immigrant,
citizen

Find the entire lesson on the Web site :
http://www.ode .state .oh .us/academic con
tent standards/socialstudiessboe/pdf set
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 D/C5A1 How to Become an American .
QQf
LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Acquisition of Vocabulary

Interdisciplinary Connections

F:8

Language Arts

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

Invite a naturalized citizen to speak with the class about their experiences as an immigrant and why they
sought citizenship.

•

Have students create a picture book representing the requirements for, and the steps to , becoming a
naturalized citizen .

Additiona/lnstruction:

•

Divide the class into heterogeneous groups to support the needs of all students .

•

Have students make flashcards or graphic representation of key words and concepts.

•

Challenge students to research famous people who became U.S. citizens through the naturalization
process .

Informal Assessment
Clearly marked assessment in the lesson.
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FULL

LESSO

Inside the Voting Booth (Flexible)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Government:

Core Activity

A. Identify the responsibilities of the
branches of the United States government
and explain why they are necessary.

If you are a citizen of the United States
when you turn eighteen, you will have the
right to vote in local, state, and national
elections. Voting may not be new to you,
though-if you have helped to choose
officers for a club or school government,
you have already exercised your right to
vote!

2. Explain the essential characteristics of
American democracy including:
b. all citizens have the right and
responsibility to vote and influence
the decisions of the government.

Vocabulary
officers

Find the entire lesson on the Web site :
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 http://www.pbs .orq/democracy/kids/vote/
LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Interdisciplinary Connections
Reading Process :
A :1

Language Arts

C:7
Communication:
A :1

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

Have students run campaigns for a school-wide issue or for class officials . This activity might include
speeches , campaign materials , debates on issues , voter registration and vote collection . Each student can
have a roll in the process and , with teacher guidance , see the role each person makes . Also students will
see the impact that their vote makes.

•

Students can also participate in the Kids Voting activities .

Additiona//nstruction:
•

Set up a vote for something your class can vote on: What games to play for review , what nights to have
homework, what snacks to have . Create a voting booth in which the students can vote in . Have a real
ballot, and before they vote have them check in with you , so they can sign in as they do in real polls . Try
to make this voting simulation as real as possible , and then explain all parts you did with them , as they
would be doing this for a real vote . This way, the students understand what it is like to vote! (Maybe your
class has a president, vice president, etc. Try to run an election with your voting , where they give
speeches and run for office with banners and buttons , etc)

Community Connections
•

Invite a local official to come into the class and discuss how the election process works and describe how
they were elected to office .

Informal Assessment
Teachers can create their own assessments based on the lesson content.
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FULL

LESSO

Inside the Voting Booth (Flexible)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Government:

Core Activity

A. Identify the responsibilities of the
branches of the United States government
and explain why they are necessary.

If you are a citizen of the United States
when you turn eighteen, you will have the
right to vote in local, state, and national
elections. Voting may not be new to you,
though-if you have helped to choose
officers for a club or school government,
you have already exercised your right to
vote!

2. Explain the essential characteristics of
American democracy including:
b. all citizens have the right and
responsibility to vote and influence
the decisions of the government.

Vocabulary
officers

Find the entire lesson on the Web site :
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 http://www.pbs .orq/democracy/kids/vote/
LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Interdisciplinary Connections
Reading Process :
A :1

Language Arts

C:7
Communication:
A :1

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

Have students run campaigns for a school-wide issue or for class officials . This activity might include
speeches , campaign materials , debates on issues , voter registration and vote collection . Each student can
have a roll in the process and , with teacher guidance , see the role each person makes . Also students will
see the impact that their vote makes.

•

Students can also participate in the Kids Voting activities .

Additiona//nstruction:
•

Set up a vote for something your class can vote on: What games to play for review , what nights to have
homework, what snacks to have . Create a voting booth in which the students can vote in . Have a real
ballot, and before they vote have them check in with you , so they can sign in as they do in real polls . Try
to make this voting simulation as real as possible , and then explain all parts you did with them , as they
would be doing this for a real vote . This way, the students understand what it is like to vote! (Maybe your
class has a president, vice president, etc. Try to run an election with your voting , where they give
speeches and run for office with banners and buttons , etc)

Community Connections
•

Invite a local official to come into the class and discuss how the election process works and describe how
they were elected to office .

Informal Assessment
Teachers can create their own assessments based on the lesson content.
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FULL

LESSON

How Can Citizens Participate? (2-3 Days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities:

Core Activity

B. Identify rights and responsibilities of
citizenship in the United States that are
important for preserving democratic
government.

In this lesson you will learn about one of
the most important rights of citizenship.
This is the right to participate in governing
our nation. The lesson will discuss the
different ways you may participate. It will
also suggest those things you should
think about in deciding whether or not you
should participate .

2. Explain the obligations of upholding the
U.S. Constitution including:

Vocabulary
upholding,
selective
service, alien,
citizen

a. Obeying laws;
b. Paying taxes;

Find the entire lesson on the Web site :
http://www.civiced .org/wtpms28sb.html

c. Serving on juries;

Interdisciplinary Connections

d. Registering for selective service.

Language Arts

LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Reading Process :
A :1

C:7
Communication:
A :1

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

Divide the class into small groups. Have each group write a skit about a conflict between citizens who
fulfill their responsibilities and those who do not. Conclude with a discussion about the meaning of
citizenship .

•

Have students write a short story about what might happen if people had no political rights . Students
might set the story in an imaginary place or in the United State in the futu re.

Additiona//nstruction:

•

Have a mock trial or simulation of what it is like to serve on a jury. Go through the whole process with the
students. Actually send them a letter telling them they are called to be on a jury. Go through the selection
process , and if you have time , hold a trial where the jury will choose guilty or not guilty!

Informal Assessment
Teachers can create their own assessments based on the lesson content.
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FULL
LESSON

Identify the Responsibilities
of a U.S. Citizen (3-5 Days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strateaies/Lessons

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities:

Core Activity

B. Identify rights and responsibilities of
citizenship in the United States that are
important for preserving democratic
government.

In this lesson, students will identify some
of the qualities, duties, and
responsibilities of a good citizen.

2. Explain the obligations of upholding the
U.S. Constitution including:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Obeying laws;
Paying taxes;
Serving on juries;
Registering for selective service.

Vocabulary
duties,
qualities, civics

Find the entire lesson on the Web site:
http://www.cyberlearninqworld.com/lessons/usq lesson2 .htm
Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts

Government:
A. Identify responsibilities of the branches
of the U.S. government and explain why
they are necessary:
2. Explain the essential characteristics of
American democracy including:
a. The people are the source of the
government's authority;
b. All citizens have the right and
responsibility to vote and influence
the decisions of the government;
c. The government is run directly by the
people or through elected
representatives.

LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Acquisition of Vocabulary:
A:1
F:8
Reading Process:
A:1

C:7
Informational, Technical, and Persuasive
Text:
C:3
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Writing Applications:
8:5
Research:
8:2
C:3,4
E:6
Communication:
A:1

Differentiated Learning

Enrichment Activity:
•

Direct students to exercise their rights and responsibilities by writing to representatives in Congress about
national issues. The students should select issues on which they have opinions.

Additional Instruction:
•

Have students write newspaper editorials on voting rights and responsibilities.

Informal Assessment
Clearly marked assessment in the lesson.
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ACTI VITY

Electing the President (Flexible)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Government:

Core Activity

A. Identify the responsibilities of the
branches of the United States government
and explain why they are necessary.

Brainstorm with students what they
already know about elections and ask
them to generate questions that they
would like to have developed about the
topic. Record them on chart paper.
Examples of student questions might be:
How do you vote? Why can't kids vote?
Why do we need a president? Use their
questions as focal pOints for class
research , activities, and discussions.

2. Explain the essential characteristics of
American democracy including:
c. the government is run directly by the
people or through elected
representatives

Vocabulary
elections,
brochure

Find the entire activity on the Web site :
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 http://www.mcps.k12 .md .us/curriculum/so
cialstd/Elect Act1 .html
LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Writing Applications:

B:5

Interdisciplinary Connections

Research:
B:2

Language Arts

C:3,4

E:6
Communication:
A:1

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

Develop a campaign brochure, poster, button, bumper sticker, radio or television advertisement for
presidential and/or vice presidential candidates .

•

For one evening or a day, record when and where television ads for the presidential candidates appear.
Discuss the audience each is trying to reach .

•

Interview parents or other relatives and compile a list of the presidents during their lifetimes. Note years
elected and party affiliation . Ask which presidents they voted for and why.

Additional Instruction:

•

Examine Article II of the United States Constitution to determine the duties and responsibilities of the
president and vice president. Then write a "Help Wanted" ad for each job.

•

Have a discussion with students and ask them to give you examples of how the government is run by the
people, since there is a president in office who runs the country. (Explain since we vote the president in ,
we have the power to choose who we want with our ideas.)
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FULL

Graphically Speaking (6 Days)

LESSON

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Social Studies Skills and Methods:

Core Activity

C. Communicate social studies information
using graphs or tables.

Students will explore the relationship
between state population and federal
congressional representation and graph
state population, state size, and number
of congressional representatives.

8. Communicate research findings using
line graphs and tables.

Vocabulary
representation

Find the entire lesson on the Web site :
http://www.pbs .org/democracy/kids/educa
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 tors/graphically.html
LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Interdisciplinary Connections

Reading Process:

A:1,6
B:3
C:7

Mathematics
Government

Informational, Technical, and Persuasive
Text:
A :5
Writing Applications:

B:5
Research:
B:2

C:3,4

E:6

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

For younger grades , teachers may want to choose two or three states (the home state , two bordering
states , or a state that the child would like to visit) . For older students , the teacher might pick a
demographic area (South , Midwest, Mid-Atlantic, etc.) and find the information for those states .

•

Read about Congress in the U.S. Constitution (available online at
http://www.house .gov/Constitution/Constitution .html) to learn more about why Congress was established
with two houses of different sizes . Why did the Founding Fathers do this? What parts of the plan would
citizens of Rhode Island like? How about citizens of California?

•

Teachers may want to compare colonial populations to present day figures using Info Please .com's Kids
Almanac at http://www.kids.infoplease .lycos.com/spotlcensuskids .html. Students should also try to find out
how many members of Congress there were at that time .
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Students should research how their state legislative body is chosen. Compare and contrast this to the
federal model.

Additional Instruction:
Have students review this site for more information and understanding on the electoral process.
http ://capwiz.com/congressorg/dbg/officia ls

Additional Resources

Web Sites:
State Population Estimates - http://www.census .gov/population/estimates/state/st-99-3.txt

Informal Assessment
Clearly marked assessment with rubric in the lesson .
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FUll
lESSO

The Bill of Rights is for Us Today (5-8 Days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities:

Core Activity

B. Identify rights and responsibilities of
citizenship in the United States that are
important for preserving democratic
government.

The purpose of this activity is to acquaint
the students with the guaranteed rights of
the Bill of Rights, and assist them in
seeing the application of these rights in
their daily lives.

3. Explain the significance of the rights that
are protected by the First Amendment
including:
a.

Freedom of religion;

acquaint,
application,
right

Find the entire lesson on the Web site :
http://www.eduref.org/cgibin/printlessons .cg ilVi rtua I/Lessons/Social
Stud ies/Civics/C IV0003 .html

b. Freedom of speech;

Interdisciplinary Connections

c.

Language Arts

Freedom of the press ;

Vocabulary

d. Right of petition and assembly;
LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Reading Process:
A:1

B:5
C:7
Informational, Technical, and Persuasive
Text:
C:3
Writing Applications : Research: E:6

B:5
Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

With your classmates or by yourself, think of an amendment you would like to see added to the
Constitution . Write a letter to one of your state representatives explaining your idea and telling why you
think it would benefit citizens .

Additiona/lnstruction:

•

Have students read through the text, or provide them with notes on the Bill of Rights . Then , have students
answer these questions:
1. Why was the Bill of Rights important in getting the Constitution approved?
2. Why are the Constitution and the Bill of Rights still important to citizens?
3. When was the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution? (1791)
4. What does the Bill of Rights guarantee?

Informal Assessment
Teacher can create their own assessments based on the lesson content.
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FULL

LESSO

First Amendment Rights (5 Days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities:

Core Activity

B. Identify rights and responsibilities of
citizenship in the United States that are
important for preserving democratic
government:

This is a multiple-day lesson in which
students will use a problemsolving/decision-making process and
knowledge of First Amendment rights to
analyze and implement a solution for a
school-related issue. The first part of the
lesson addresses scenarios familiar to
students and encourages them to view
these using their knowledge of the First
Amendment through a journaling and
discussion process. In the second part of
this lesson , students identify a school
issue or problem , gather information , list
and consider options , choose and
implement a solution , then judge the
effectiveness of the solution using
student-generated criteria .

3. Explain the significance of the rights that
are protected by the First Amendment
including:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Freedom of religion;
Freedom of speech;
Freedom of the press;
Right of petition and assembly.

Social Studies Skills and Methods:
D. Use problem-solving skills to make
decision individually and in groups:

9. Use a problem-solving/decision-making
process which includes:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Identifying a problem;
Gathering information;
Listing and considering options;
Considering advantages and
disadvantages of options;
e. Choosing and implementing a
solution;
f . Developing criteria for judging its
effectiveness;
g. Evaluating the effectiveness of the
solution.

Vocabulary
amendment,
symbolic,
petition,
assembly,
press, protest,
constitution,
power,
authority,
peaceable

Find the entire lesson on the Web site :
http://www.ode .state .oh .us/academic con
tent standards/socialstudiessboe/pdf set
AlC5B3S5D9%20First%20Amendment%20Rights
.:.PQf
Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts

LANGUAGE ARTS ALIGNMENT
Acquisition of Vocabulary:
A:1
F:8
Reading Applications
F:4
Writing Applications:
No Benchmark: 5
Research:
A:1
C:3
Communication :
F:9
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Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

Guest speakers such as judges, lawyers or paralegals can provide additional insight into First
Amendment rights.

•

Students who were proficient on pretest materials may extend knowledge by investigating the court
cases related to the First Amendment rights as they are presented in class.

•

Have students do journal writing: Reflect on your First Amendment rights. Which First Amendment
right would you never want to give up or lose? Explain why the right you have chosen is the most
important.

•

Students working beyond the indicator may extend their understanding to investigating court cases
that relate to First Amendment rights and present their findings in class.

Additional Instruction:

•

Read the First Amendment of the Constitution together.

•

It is recommended that the teacher read the pre-assessment aloud to the students. Parts of the postassessment may also be read aloud.

Informal Assessment
Clearly marked assessment in the lesson.
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